442   A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
Indaw-Myitkina road and railway, finally converged on Mogaung
from the south, as General Stilwell's advance approached it from
the north.
The main focus of the campaign, however, had now shifted to
Manipur and Assam, where 100,000 Japanese, advancing in three
columns from the upper Chindwin, attacked the three divisions of
the IVth Indian Corps holding positions at Tiddim, Tamu, and
Ukhrul, and also cut in on their rear at Kohima. The corps had to
fall back to the Imphal plain, and both this town and Kohima, held
only with a small force of depot troops, were closely invested and
repeatedly attacked.   For some weeks, until Kohima was relieved
in mid-May by troops of the 5th and yth Indian Divisions trans-
ferred by air from Arakan to Dimapur, the Fourteenth Army's
railhead in Assam, the Japanese seemed to have good prospects of
disrupting all the preparations for our future offensive in Burma;
but the XXXIHrd Indian Corps (2nd British and yth Indian
Divisions) after its relief of Kohima was able to combine its efforts
with those of the IVth Corps sallying out northwards from Imphal,
and closed in upon and defeated the two Japanese divisions holding
the road between them.   When our two forces on June 22 joined
up outside Imphal, a costly defeat had been suffered by the enemy,
who, starting out with light rations only in the confidence of being
able to replenish tfyem from captured stocks, lost many men from
starvation and disease as well as in battle during his retreat out of
Manipur into Burma/Though strategically honours in this campaign
were evenly distributed, the enemy's tactical defeats gave our forces
a moral ascendancy which in the following year was to prove of
decisive value.   Losses on both sides were heavy;  some 75,000
Japanese were killed or died, and we suffered not only 40,000 battle
casualties, but had also 250,000 sick cases, most of whom however
quickly recovered and became once more fit to fight.
Success also crowned the Allied efforts in northern Burma, where
Mogaung fell at the end of June, and Myitkina, after a long and
difficult siege, at the beginning of August. In both these successes
the 3rd Indian Division played its part in conjunction with the
Chinese and Americans. The restoration of land communications
with China, the first item of South East Asia Command's task, was
merely a matter of road construction now that north Burma had
been freed of the Japanese, though the last stretch of the Ledo road
was not completed until January, 1945.
The early summer of 1943 saw t^e growing Allied forces in the
South West Pacific area, under the American General MacArthur,
assume a double offensive in the Solomon Islands and in New
Guinea. The 3rd New Zealand Division took part with the Ameri-
cans in the former operation, which ended in October in the
conquest of practically the whole group of islands.